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in PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Dear Sir: 

Prior to calculation of filing fee, please enter the following amendment : 
In the Specification: 

On page 1 5 just after the title, please add the new following paragraph: 

This application is a continuation application of Application Number 09/462,995 

filed on January 14, 2000. 

In the Claims 

Please cancel claims 1 to 21 and replace them with the following new claims 22 to 37: 


V V 22. (Ne^)-A^tgcess for oil extraction comprising the step of using, at a temperature 
- NJ^ \J \ between 100 and 140°C, a gu§r*&eg^drilling fluid comprising a xanthan gum having a 
percentage of acetyl groups in the range 0 to^o>s^id xanthan gum being in the form 


